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JENNIFER IRVINE 
RGI RSW

Jennifer Irvine was elected RGI (Royal Glasgow Institute of the Fine Arts) in 2015 and 
RSW (Royal Scottish Society of Painters in Watercolour) in 2016.

Irvine was born in 1956 and studied at the Glasgow School of Art (GSA) (1974-78). In 
1990 she took the decision to become a full time artist. 

Irvine typically produces stunning Mediterranean townscape/cityscape studies. She 
spends a lot of time in the South of France, Spain and Italy, where she finds beauty in 
the random architecture of the buildings and streets. She is fascinated by the high 
Mediterranean light and both the bright, almost white properties and the contrasting 
shadows that are created in the shaded areas. She likes to highlight small details in her 
street and restaurant scenes that many artists would otherwise miss or ignore. This 
attention to detail is what makes her compositions so multi -layered and interesting, as 
the flaws/man-made changes add character and reinforce a realistic rather than clichéd 
pastiche.  

Irvine can even make an otherwise boring long length of wall look stunning. It is her 
ability to find beauty in natural and random architectural features, whether it is tiles, a 
door, windows, window shutters, a balcony or even the cables that deliver the power or 
telecommunications. These are the ólifeô elements that are an almost planning 
afterthought but are present (as with reality) if you care to look. She also cleverly 
accessorises her compositions with the minor elements that she observes, such as plant 
pots, plants, flowers, shop or restaurant signage or street tables, parasols or seats. 

The effect that she achieves is visually theatrical, entertaining and highly stimulating for 
the viewer. 

Irvineôs artistic signature or style is instantly recognisable and her compositions are 
attractive and are powerfully compelling. Not hard to understand why her artistic peers 
have elected her RGI and RSW.



Chocolaterie, Patisserie, Chinon
Oil on Canvas, 20ò x 20ò

Callas, the Square
Oil on Canvas, 16ò x 16ò

Gigondas, Oil on Canvas, 24ò x 24ò



Villefranche, Oil on Canvas, 16ò x 16ò

Rose Tree, Mountain Village, Sierra Nevada, Oil on Canvas, 38ò x 40ò

The Terrace, Frontenay-sur-Dive
Oil on Canvas, 20ò x 20ò



Bistrot, Chinon, Oil on Canvas, 38ò x 40ò



Vineyards, Montmirail to Gigondas, Oil on Canvas, 20ò x 20ò

Seillans, Provence
Gouache, 16ò x 16ò

Afternoon, Frontenay-sur-Dive
Gouache, 24ò x 24ò


